Village of Fishkill
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
Date: May 4, 2026
Location: Village Hall
Time: 6:00 PM

1. Call to Order
Mayor Kathleen Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
2. Pledge of Allegiance – All present rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call
Present:
· Mayor Kathleen Martin
· Trustee Forlano
· Trustee Ruggiero
· Trustee Rice
· Trustee Machado

______________________________________________________________________________
4. Approval of Minutes
The Board reviewed the minutes from the April 21, 2026 meeting.
Mayor entertains motion to  approve the April 21, 2026 meeting minutes.  So moved Trustee Forlano, seconded Trustee Rice, discussion, none, all in favor, aye, car

5. Approval of Abstracts
The following abstracts were presented for approval:
· Water Abstract: $8,625.08
· Sewer Abstract: $26,684.31
· Trust & Agency: $3,946.75
· General Fund: $33,905.25

Mayor entertains motion to accept the abstracts as read, so moved Trustee Forlano, seconded Trustee Ruggiero, discussion, none, all in favor, aye, carried.

6. Mayor’s Report
Mayor Martin provided updates on recent and upcoming Village activities, including:
· The first steering committee meeting for the Safe Streets Grant initiative, funded through a $160,000 grant to study traffic and pedestrian safety improvements.
· A successful poetry reading event held on April 24, with discussion of a future patriotic poetry event in conjunction with the Rev 250 celebration around the Fourth of July.
· Earth Day park cleanup postponement due to rain; however, story and craft activities were moved indoors to the library.
· Participation by Village and Town Police Departments at the St. Mary School 5K event.
· Announcement of the Memorial Day Parade scheduled for May 25, 2026 at 1:00 PM, stepping off from Church Street. Father Robert Repenning will serve as the guest speaker.
· Reminder of the Village Block Party scheduled for May 30, 2026 from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM.
· Announcement that Town Supervisor Joey Cavaccini will present a lecture on the American Revolution on June 24, 2026 at 6:00 PM as part of the Rev 250 celebration.
· Recognition of International Firefighters Day and appreciation expressed to volunteer firefighters for their service.

7. Proclamation – Mental Health Awareness Month
Mayor Martin read a proclamation declaring May 2026 as Mental Health Awareness Month in the Village of Fishkill.
The Mayor also noted that white ribbons had been displayed throughout the Village by NAMI to increase awareness and announced a mental health awareness walk over the Walkway Over the Hudson scheduled for May 16, 2026.

8. Rescinding Open Container Law – Block Party
The Board discussed temporarily rescinding the Village open container law for the annual Block Party on May 30, 2026 from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM.
Mayor entertains motion to rescind the open the container law for the Block Party on May 30, 2026 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm.  So moved Trustee Forlano, seconded Trustee Rice, discussion, none, all in favor, aye, carried.



9. Appointment of Election Inspectors
The Board considered the appointment of election inspectors for the Village election scheduled for June 16, 2026.
Mayor entertains motion to appoint Bonnie Babcock and Sally Olivieri as Election Inspectors for the June 16, 2026 Village Election.  So moved Trustee Ruggiero, seconded Trustee Rice, discussion, none, all in favor, aye, carried.

10. Appointment of Summer Intern
Mayor Martin presented the application of Madeline McHoul, a student attending Emerson College, for a summer internship position with the Village.
The internship is expected to begin immediately and continue through August 2026 at approximately 20–25 hours per week.
Mayor entertains motion to appoint Madeline McHoul as a summer intern for the Village of Fishkill.  So moved Trustee Forlano, seconded Trustee Rice, discussion, none, all in favor, aye, carried.

11. Planning Board Update
Planning Board Chair Hans reported on several matters:
1183 Main Street – DOT Curb Cut Discussion
· The Planning Board met with the New York State Department of Transportation regarding the proposed curb cut at 1183 Main Street.
· Concerns were expressed regarding traffic flow, pedestrian safety, fire access, and site circulation.
· DOT advised that they have final authority over the curb cut location but would continue discussions with the applicant regarding possible modifications.
· Discussion also included potential fire hydrant placement and emergency vehicle access concerns.
42 Jackson Street
· The applicant has expressed interest in demolishing the existing structure and constructing a two-family residence.
· The property is located within the R-7.5 zoning district, where two-family dwellings are permitted.
· The applicant would be required to obtain a demolition permit from the Village Board before proceeding.
· The Village Historian advised that while the structure appears to date back to approximately 1870, the property is not located within the Village Historic District.
· Board members discussed concerns regarding demolition of the existing structure and requested additional information from the applicant.
Hans further advised that the Planning Board may not meet during the month due to lack of agenda items requiring review.

12. Public Discussion / Trustee Comments
Additional discussion took place regarding:
· Emergency access and pedestrian safety concerns related to 1183 Main Street.
· Potential traffic movement restrictions at the proposed curb cut.
· Clarification regarding Planning Board authority versus DOT authority.
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13. Adjournment
Mayor entertains motion to adjourn the meeting, so moved Trustee Forlano, seconded Trustee Rice, discussion, none, all in favor, aye, carried.  6:25 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Pam Ruyack
Village Clerk

